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Brethren of Toronto East District: 

No matter what the weather may be for the month of March, the calendar tells us that spring will arrive 

on March 20
th
 with the vernal equinox.  With the change of season comes the feeling of vitality and re-

birth.  As the temperatures rise the grass will begin to turn green, leaves will begin to appear and we’ll 

start to see plants poke forth from their winter resting spots.  May we all feel that burst of energy!  

 

February was busy with a return to Official Visits, the on-going Mechanics of the Work sessions, various 

lodge functions of great fun and the recent Long Range Planning session for the District.  My thanks go 

out to all who planned, supported, presented/implemented or attended these various Masonic meetings.  

The teams that plan an event need attendees for that event to be successful…and vice versa!! 

 

One of my topics last month seemed to generate some on-going buzz - “Are You Interested or Committed 

as a Mason?” –and I hope that everyone will continue to assess their own status in light of their goals as 

Masons.  One of the topics for this month will follow along a similar path and I hope it will be equally 

well-received.  I’ll share it with those who attend one of the five Official Visits during March. 

 

What I will share now, however, is my fervent request for members to become active Masons.  That may 

not necessarily mean attending Lodge every meeting.  However, I would hope that everyone who is able 

would try to attend lodge during each year to enjoy the companionship of your brethren and to support 

those progressing on their Masonic journeys.  No, what I mean here is that I ask every member of Toronto 

East District to re-consider what Masonry means to him and to always act according to our tenets and 

principles – “to practice outside the lodge those excellent precepts inculcated within it”.  I believe that 

our actions outside the Lodge room are extremely important as men, and, as Masons.  I am sure that some 

quiet thought on this will provide each Mason with his own answers and plan of action. 

 

Our work within the Lodge Room is important.  So, too, are the opportunities for social mirth with our 

brethren.  In addition to the many upcoming lodge activities that you will find listed elsewhere, I would 

like to draw your attention to two, formal events being planned for Masons, their ladies and guests: 

• Toronto & York Districts Grand Master’s Reception on Tuesday, April 30
th
.  Not only will our 

Grand Master be attending but so, too, will R.W. Bro. Donald A. Campbell, Deputy Grand Master 

and a member of Toronto East District.  Many other Grand Lodge Officers and their ladies also 

plan to join us.  (For tickets and information please contact V.W. Bro. Gerald Newall.) 

• Toronto East District 2
nd
 Annual Black & White Gala and Ladies’ Night on Saturday, June 1

st
.  

The committee has arranged for a very special speaker who I believe our ladies will really enjoy 

hearing.  So, too, will the brethren.  If you missed your lodge ladies’ night or your lodge has not 

held one for a while, why not come out?  (For tickets and information please contact either W. Bro. 

David Neave or W. Bro. Bill Willis.) 

 

Finally, over 60 Masons gathered from all around the GTA to participate in the Masonic Memorial 

Service for V.W. Bro. Sam Forsythe who passed to the GLA at the end of February.  To the WM, 

Officers and Members of Wexford Lodge you are to be congratulated for the fine manner in which you 

allowed many Masons to say “Farewell” to Sam.  And this passing of a wonderful supporter of our Craft 

provides us all with a reminder: as we know nought when a Mason’s time will come, it would be prudent 

for every WM in the District and his team to have a plan in place for conducting a Masonic Memorial 

Service and occasionally practicing it.  A Masonic Memorial Service is the only time we perform 

Masonic ritual in public.  All Masons and their families deserve only our best at such a time.   

 

May the G.A.O.T.U. keep you safe always and help us all to remain true to our obligations. 

 

Freemasonry in action…deeds speak!! 
 

Sincerely and fraternally, 

Bruce N. Palanik 

District Deputy Grand Master, Toronto East District  


